20 February 2006

TORY GREEN-BELT U TURN SLAMMED BY MP

Thurrock MP Andrew Mackinlay has slammed the Conservatives for “a typical piece of Tory hypocrisy” following the party’s U-Turn over its green belt policy. 

This follows a recent announcement by Tory Shadow Chancellor George Osborne that the Conservatives “would change the definition of a greenfield site in a review of the planning system”.
Mr Mackinlay said:-

“During the 2005 General Election campaign my Tory opponent promised protection of Thurrock’s green-belt; particularly in East Tilbury.  He made great play of protecting the green-belt, suggesting the green-belt would be safe in Tory hands.  We now know that to be untrue.  

“Since the election, the Tory dominated Thurrock Council has tried to sacrifice valuable green belt land in Little Thurrock when there’s an alternative “brown-field” site available; a proposal that was only prevented by my Labour Councillor colleagues standing up to  defend Thurrock’s green-belt.   

“Now the Tories are looking to ditch their green-belt policy altogether, giving a green-light to developers to concrete over our precious green-belt

“This is a typical piece of Tory hypocrisy and will send a shiver down the spin of everyone taken in by them last year.  It’s further evidence that the Tories, nationally and locally cannot be trusted.

Mr Mackinlay concluded:

“My position has always been and remains unaltered, as far as Thurrock is concerned there is, in my view sufficient brown-field sites and derelict land to provide the wide variety housing we require in the future without the need to use green-belt land ”. 

