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ANNUAL LEAVE SET TO INCREASE.
 

Thurrock MP, Andrew Mackinlay has welcomed news that the Government is to honour Labour's election pledge to outlaw the practice of employers including public holidays in workers annual leave entitlement. 
 

During last weeks' Prime Minster's questions (Wednesday 24 May 2006) Mr Mackinlay reminded Mr Blair they were "elected on a manifesto that included a commitment to make bank holidays over and above the minimum national holiday provision" 
 

In response Mr Blair confirmed that the government is on track to honour that election pledge.   The Prime Minister said "I assure him that it will be honoured in full, as we have said to trade unions and employers. It will bring decent minimum standards into the workplace, which is an important difference between this side and the Conservative party". 
 

Speaking afterwards Mr Mackinlay said: "The practice of including public holidays in annual leave entitlements belong to a bygone age.   The trade unions worked hard to ensure an undertaking to end it was included in our election manifesto.  I'm delighted the Prime Minister has confirmed the Government's intentions to honour it. 
 

"This will be tremendous news for thousands of my constituents, particularly those in the retail and service sectors.   They will be able to enjoy public holidays like the rest of us and see their annual holiday entitlement increase by 8 days a year".
 

NOTE TO THE EDITOR.
 

The full text of Mr Mackinlay's question and the prime Minister's response can be found in Hansard Column 1478 24 May 2006 
Andrew Mackinlay (Thurrock) (Lab): I remind the Prime Minister that he and I were elected on a manifesto that included a commitment to make bank holidays over and above the minimum national holiday provision. Will he give an undertaking that that commitment will be fulfilled and implemented by the third summer of this Parliament? 
The Prime Minister: My hon. Friend has rightly referred to the Warwick agreement, and I assure him that it will be honoured in full, as we have said to trade unions and employers. It will bring decent minimum standards into the workplace, which is an important difference between this side and the Conservative party. 
 

 


