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MINISTER URGED TO GET TO GRIPS WITH ROYAL MAIL PARCEL THEFTS
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Thurrock MP Andrew Mackinlay has urged the Government to get to grips with the number of post packages, particularly those sent overseas being lost or tampered with while in transit.   
Mr. Mackinlay raised the matter in Parliament last week with Trade Secretary Alistair Darling.  He urged the Minister to reconsider the requirement to declare precisely what is in a package when sending an overseas package?   He urged the use of bar code technology to disguise the nature of the contents from the casual thief. 
However the Minister did not agree. Mr. Darling said: 

"From time to time, things will go wrong and packages will not be delivered, or damaged or interfered with, but the vast majority of parcels and letters are delivered efficiently by the Royal Mail. 

Speaking afterwards Mr. Mackinlay said: 
 "The Minister thinks it's a matter of Royal Mail, But he's wrong.  He should tell Royal Mail to get to grips with what is a real problem for local people".
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